20                 THE MAGINOT LINE THEORY
bombers and fighting formations attacked the fortifications
with very heavy bombs and silenced their weapons.
And so ended one of the legends of recent years, the
impregnability of the Maginot Line. The simple faith
placed by the French General StafTin this line of fortifica-
tions is one of the tragedies of 1940 and has led to the
defeat of France.